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Occasionally an 

opportunity pre-

sents itself for us 

to become actively 

involved in the 

celebration of an 

historic event. 

 Such an occasion 

presented itself to 

2923 Middlesex 

Huron Cadet 

Corps in October 

this year. A cen-

taury ago during the dark days of World War 

I; in the spring of 1916, the 161st Huron Bat-

talion of the Royal Canadian Army was mobi-

lized. It trained in Huron County and then de-

parted from the town of Goderich for trench 

warfare training in Camp Borden. The Battal-

ion sailed for Europe on November 1st 1916. 

The Battalion was the pride of Huron County. 

The 28 officers and 728 NCOôs and enlisted 

men fought in many battles, most notably the 

one at Vimy Ridge. Corporal Harry Minors of 

Clinton, was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

To mark the centennial of the Corps mobiliza-

tion a number of commemorative events were 

held throughout the county. A parade to mark 

the farewell march and departure of the troops 

was held in the town of Goderich, the county 

seat.  The parade followed the same route the 

Battalion took to the Railway Station. Lead by 

mass bands and the Colours and Banners of 

the Royal Canadian Legion Branches from with-

in Huron County. 2923 RCACC were lead par-

ticipants in the parade along with the period uni-

formed members of historical interpreters of the 

Great War Society. 

The final commemorative event was the rededi-

cation of the Battalion Colours at the Trivitt Me-

morial Church in Exeter. The church service fol-

lowed exactly the same order of that used when 

the Colours were first laid up at the church in 

1920. The protocol for presenting the Colours 

were followed precisely with the knocking on 

the church door using the sword of the Colour 

Party Commander. The Colour party was made 

up of members of the Great War Society impec-

cably dressed in WWI Battalion uniforms. Cap-

tain Allan Cottel the Commanding Officer of 

2923 Cadet Corps and retired 2923 Cadet Ryan 

Caldwell 

carried the 

Colours. 

2923 Corps 

were both 

pleased and 

proud to 

have been 

invited to 

partake in 

the unique 

series of 

commemo-

rative events held 

to mark the cen-

tennial of the be-

ginning and wind 

up activities of the 161st Huron Battalion.  

Photos courtesy of Bonnie Sitter, a local author and  

photographer in Middlesex Huron 
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Then and Now 

S I T R E P 
December 2016 

Captain Allan Cottel and recently 

aged out cadet Ryan Coldwell 

performing the reenactment of 

the 1920 ñlaying upò of the col-

ours of the 161st Huron Battalion 

of the Royal Canadian Army at 

the Trivitt Memorial Church In 

Exeter on October 30th  

551 veterans from Huron County 

lost their lives in WWI. 551 ceramic 

poppies were made by local artists 

and placed on display in from of the 

Goderich Cenotaph  



P A G E  2  

ñConway is a goal 

oriented 15 year old 

who wants to 

accomplish many 

things in his youth 

and the Duke of 

Edinburg is the 

perfect process that 

helps set those goals, 

measures and 

recognizes his 

commitment to 

achieving a fulfilling 

youth.ò 

S  I  T  R  E  P  

Submitted By: Capt. T. R. (Ric) Harry  

Commanding Officer, 2966 RCACC Fort Erie 

 

Cadet Sgt Cameron Conway from 2966 RCACC 71 Battery in Fort Erie is work-

ing on the Duke of Edinburgh.  Originally he heard about the Duke of Edinburgh 

process through the Canadian Cadet program.  When he turned 14 years old, he 

started at the Bronze level which he quickly and easily completed.  It was a lot of 

fun so he then moved onto the Silver award level and he completed that level as 

well.   

He is now working towards com-

pleting the Duke of Edinburgh 

Gold level and reports this pro-

gram is a lot of fun.   

Conway's areas for the Duke of 

Edinburgh are in Fitness, Music 

and Volunteering; all activities he 

would do even if he wasnôt en-

gaged in the DoE.   

His Volunteering has been with 

the Broken Spoke bicycle program 

in Port Colborne, where this organization supplies refurbished bicycles to Africa 

Cuba and Haiti.  ñIt feels good to learn skills and do stuff that helps less fortunate 

people get things we take for granted.ò  In addition to the typical citizenship and 

volunteering done with the Cadet Corps, Conway is also Volunteering with 

Northland Pointe long term care home in Port Colborne.  ñItôs nice to give back 

in some way to the elderly that did so much for us.ò  He also rows, boxes and 

participates in organized sports.  ñI like to participate in all kinds of sports and 

develop mental and physical skills, so I will stay fit.ò  Additionally, he takes mu-

sic lessons,  ñI enjoy learning about music and how to play instruments and alt-

hough it is a lot of work, it is fun at the same time.ò  

The Duke of Edinburgh gives him fun tasks and measurable goals to achieve that 

fits in perfectly with the activities of the Cadet program and day to day 

life.  Conway wonders why every Cadet doesnôt sign up for the program consid-

ering so many youth are busy doing a lot of the things he does or similar activi-

ties that would go towards the DoE.   

Conway is a goal oriented 15 year old who wants to accomplish many things in 

his youth and the DoE is the perfect process that helps set those goals, measures 

and recognizes his commitment to achieving a fulfilling youth.  These will be 

great experiences for him to share during his interviews at RMC in a couple of 

years.  

 

Cadet Conway Goes  

for Gold 



A Great Loss for The League 
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The Army Cadet League (ON) remembers Terence (Terry) Whitty who 

passed away earlier this year after a brief battle with cancer.  He was the for-

mer National Executive Director of The Army Cadet League of Canada for 

the last 15 years. 

 

Terryôs career was spent in the restaurant industry in Montr®al and Ottawa 

where he established, owned and operated several franchise and independent 

restaurants. He began his military career at a very young age and he spent 

many years serving in the Canadian Grenadier Guards, where his heart re-

mained. In 1966 Terry transferred to the Cadet Services of Canada (now 

known as the CIC), and thus began his long association with Cadets.  

 

 He was highly devoted to the Army Cadet Program with and believed in 

its work with the youth across Canada.  He had an amazing sense of hu-

mour and was a recipient of the Canadian Forces Decoration, the Chief of the Defence Staff Citation and of 

the Minister of Veterans Affairs Commendation for his work in support of VeteransΦ   
 

He is survived by his loving partner Sandra (Clark), her two children Stephanie and Victoria, his children 

Shannon (Don Leverette) and Llyam, his grandchildren Gabrielle and Tegan, as well as many family and 

friends who mournfully misses him; including here at The League (ON). 

Major Terence John Whitty, CD, KCStG 

05 July 1944 ï 25 June 2016 

You Never Know who you will  

Meet Tagging 
Written by: Capt. Gordon Andress 

Commanding Officer, 88 RCACC Cobourg 

 

On October 15th, #88 Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment, 

RCACC of Cobourg was doing their fall tagging exercise. One of 

our tagging locations was at the Port Hope, ON ROUTE, off the 

eastbound lanes of Hwy 401. C/MWO Hamlin and C/MWO Pren-

tice were quite surprised by the appearance of Mr. Rick Mercer, the 

host of ñThe Mercer Reportò television show. He was very happy to 

talk with these young men and agreed to have his picture taken with 

them. Hamlin and Prentice were very excited to meet Mr. Mercer. It 

made the whole day for them. You never know who you will meet 

tagging! 

Photo Left to Right: C/MWO Hamlin, 

Rick Mercer and C/MWO Prentice 



P A G E  4  Bravery at its Best 

S  I  T  R  E  P  

Submitted by: Rachel Dewar 

Support Committee Chair, 204 RCACC North Bay 

 

Three of our brave cadets helped save a fellow cadetôs life while attending the 

orienteering competition this September. 

Our corps is so proud of these young men and the selflessness they have 

shown. The following article is from our local paper The North Bay Nugget 

describes this day the best. I hope you enjoy the article: 

They heard the three sharp whistles and ran as fast as they could through the 

bush. 

Sergeants William Norman-Turgeon, Ashton Follett and Bailey Lessard of the 

204 North Bay Algonquin Royal Canadian Army Cadet Core recognized the distress 

call. 

But they had no idea what they were running toward. 

The trio were competing in orienteering at the Lake Laurentian Conservation Area in 

Sudbury Sept. 17 when the sharp sound echoed through the bush.  

ñWe just looked at each other and knew what we had to do,ò Norman-Turgeon recalls. 

ñOur training instantly kicked in.ò 

They discovered a fellow cadet lying on the ground. 

ñHe was laying on the ground and had his EpiPen stuck in his leg,ò Norman-Turgeon 

says. 

ñHe told us his name and that he was having an allergic reaction to a sting. We knew 

right there that he wasn't going to walk out of the bush. We had to carry him.ò 

The nearest access road was about 2.5 kilometres. 

Follett and Lessard grabbed one-another's wrists and used their arms to make a seat 

for the injured cadet, who is six-foot-three and weighs about 200 pounds. 

They kept checking on the cadet, who was slipping in and out of consciousness, as they 

walked across uneven terrain.  

To make matters worse, the cadet showed signs of laboured breathing. 

ñI remember telling him to keep breathing in and out, and constantly reassuring him 

that he was going to be OK,ò Lessard says. 

ñIt was scary to see how many cadets passed by us. There must have been between 10 

to 15.ò 

After carrying the cadet for more than a kilometre, Norman-Turgeon took over. 

ñI knew we had to get him out quickly so I just threw him over my shoulder and carried 

him,ò he explains. 

ñI just kept focusing on the route to get out and didn't think about how difficult the task 

was.ò 

They made it to an access road where a jeep was waiting to bring the cadet to hospital. 

Capt. Aline Groulx-Grant said it's not often you hear about the good things teens do. 

But this group gave up a race they had practised for to help someone in distress. 

ñThey came to this event wanting to win, but other things proved to be more im-

portant.ò 

The three cadets were informed the cadet they helped was treated at hospital and re-

leased.ò 

 

Original article is written by Jennifer Hamilton-McCharles 

Courtesy of the North Bay Nugget 

 

Seargeants Ashton 

Follett, William Nor-

man-Turgeon and Bai-

ley Lessard of the 204 

RCACC North Bay 

who helped save a fel-

low cadet after he was 

stung by a bee during 

an orienteering com-

petition in Sudbury on 

Sept. 17th  
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In Appreciation 
Written by: Lt. Ashley Austin 

Commanding Officer, 329 RCACC Tottenham 

 

I have been a part of the cadet program since 1997 and have been a part of 

several units in multiple provinces as a: cadet, CI and CIC Officer. One thing 

all of these units have had in common, is a support committee; but the support 

committee we currently have at 329 CFHSTC RCACC in Tottenham ON is 

one of the best I have ever worked with. This group of dedicated parents and 

volunteers organize and host fundraisers, run our cadet canteen, host dinners 

and banquets and organize an exciting year end trip to reward our cadets each 

year. They are always willing to lend a hand and have worked hard to build a 

strong support system for our cadets. I would love to recognize two of our 

members specifically, who have gone above and beyond and have stayed as 

members of our committee even though neither has a cadet parading with the 

unit any longer. Our chair, John Compton and our treasurer, Ally Stumpo 

have put in many hours to ensure our cadets have everything they need. We 

have a strong relationship and we the staff of 329 RCACC are thankful to 

have such a great group working to help fund the activities we try to put on 

for our unit. Sadly, I am writing this because these two wonderful individuals are passing the torch on to 

newer members of our support committee when they hold elections in the coming weeks.  With their guid-

ance and mentorship, our new executive members will do a fantastic job, but John and Ally will be missed 

by all of the cadets and staff. Thank you for everything you have done for our cadets over the many years 

you have been working behind the scenes, we appreciate everything you have done! 

Photo Left to Right: John Compton 

(outgoing Chair), Trish Chaisson (Vice 

chair), Ken Shambrook (new Chair) and 

Ally Stumpo (outgoing Treasurer) 

What are you Doing this Weekend? 
Submitted by: Donna Whiteman 

Support Committee Chair, 1626 RCACC Grimsby 
 

1626 West Niagara Army Cadets participated in Exercise Mud-

dy Boots, fall FTX on November 19 and 20 at Ballôs Falls Con-

servation Area.  Twenty Cadets and seven Staff attended the 

exercise including 6 brand new recruits who had their very first 

Army Cadet FTX experience.  The focus of Exercise Muddy 

Boots was Survival Training Cadets learned to make improvised 

shelters, fishing lines and lures and were VERY impressed with 

Captain Petriniôs catch of the day which may or may not have 

been ñcaughtò at Sobeys.  Cadets learned to gut and cook fish 

over an open fire and enjoyed poached fish (a nice change from 

MREôs) Cadets also took part in a variety of night navigation 

exercises using hand signals and a variety of communication 

techniques.  According to 1626 RCACC CO Capt Petrini, the exercise was a success and Cadets learned valu-

able skills that can be applied in both Cadets and civilian life.  What are YOU doing this weekend? 



2563 1st Hussars Royal  

Canadian Army Cadets Petrolia 
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Submitted by: Ron Prior 

Support Committee Chair, 2563 RCACC Petrolia 

 

The 2563 1st Hussars Petrolia Cadets had a very busy peri-

od starting the end of October, when they attended with 

the 1st Hussars Regiment and Royal Canadian Regiment at 

Veteranôs Park, in Sarnia, Ontario on October 31, 2016 for 

the dedication of the LAV III Afghanistan Monument. Our 

Cadets under the direction of their Commanding Officer 

Captain Rus-

sell and Lt. 

Kerry Horan 

participated 

with cadets 

from the HMCS Repulse Sea Cadets and 44(Sarnia) Squadron, 

Royal Canadian Air Cadets,  

The dedication was also attended by the 31 Canadian Brigade 

Group Commander and his staff and the Commanding Officer 

of the Royal Highland Fusiliers, Colonel Mark Poland, whose 

brother Cpl.  Brent Poland was killed in action in Afghanistan 

and whose Memory was honoured with a plaque, with Private William Jonathan James Cushley, killed in 

action.  Seven Memorial Cross Families, including Don and Patricia Poland and Errol and Elaine Cushley 

attended the ceremony. 

Over the Remembrance Day period, 2563 1st Hussars Pe-

trolia Cadets attended as Honour Guards in Forest, Watford, 

Oil Springs, Brigden, First Nation's, Lakeview Cemetery in 

Sarnia and Two separate Services in Petrolia. Add in The 

Candle Light Vigil in Sarnia, and various school services.  

On November 4 and 

November 16th they 

attended as the Col-

our Party for two 

Sarnia Sting Veter-

anôs Hockey events.  

All the Cadets and parents who were chaufferôs for these events did 

an awesome job.  


